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1. Star Wisdom, Moon Religion, Sun Religion 

WE will continue our study of the Mystery of Golgotha. At 
the very outset it must be realised that happenings on the 
Earth are not determined by earthly conditions alone but by 
the whole Universe. It is difficult for the modern mind to grasp 
what this means, but without the knowledge that influences 
pour down unceasingly upon the Earth from cosmic space, no 
event of human life, however simple, can be understood. I 
have spoken about this on many occasions and I shall speak 
of it to-day in connection with the Mystery of Golgotha. 

I told you that the Jews — I mentioned them as the fourth 
people in the evolutionary process [See the lectures in the 
first volume of this series: The Birth of Christianity, and 
Christianity and the Mysteries of Antiquity.] — experienced 
the reality of the fourth member of man’s being, namely the 
“I,” the Ego. This fourth member, which the Jews conceived to 
be the divine, innermost core of the human being, they called 
Jahve. And they saw a connection between Jahve and the 
universe of stars. 

You know, of course, that Palestine was the birth place of 
Christianity. Jesus of Nazareth lived in Palestine, in a Jewish 
environment. The Jewish religion prevailed in Palestine and 
although the Romans were the political rulers, in those far-off 
lands they were not in a position to abolish the established 
religion. Jesus of Nazareth, therefore, grew up in the 



environment of the Jewish religion. 


It will be easier for you to understand the character of the 
Jewish religion if I say something about the peoples who were 
living in Mesopotamia, that is to say, further to the East, 
namely, the Babylonians, the Assyrians. These peoples were 
neighbours of the Jews and their religion was connected 
essentially with the stars — it was a Star Religion. One often 
ears it said that the Assyrians “worshipped” the stars. They 
did not worship the stars but the instinctive wisdom of those 
times enabled them to know much more about the stars than 
is known nowadays, despite the claims of modern 
scholarship. 

You may have read in the newspapers recently that this 
hitherto undisputed knowledge of the stars threatens to 
collapse as a result of the discovery that the Earth is not 
surrounded by empty, celestial space but that at a height of 
400 kilometres there are solid crystals of nitrogen! It would 
seem, therefore, that science is finding confirmation of the 
“crystal heavens” spoken of in Greek antiquity. I mention this 
merely in parenthesis. Such things may bring home to 
scholars how little is really known about the world of stars. 

And now imagine a being inhabiting the planet Mars. If such 
a being were to look downwards without a powerful telescope, 
he would not see any human beings on the Earth: he would 



simply see the Earth radiating a greenish light into cosmic 
space. Yet the Earth swarms with human beings who are in 
turn connected with Spiritual Beings. And just as the physical 
forces of the stars have an influence upon the Earth, so too 
the spiritual forces of the stars have an influence upon the 
Earth, above all upon man. The ancient, instinctive wisdom of 
the East revealed the existence of Spiritual Beings in the stars 
and it was to these Spiritual Beings, not to the physical stars, 
that men looked with veneration. In this sense the religion in 
Western Asia in those early times was a Star Religion. It was 
accepted as a matter of course that Spiritual Beings belonging 
to Saturn, Jupiter and the other heavenly bodies have a 
certain influence upon men and upon their earthly life. Now 
what the Jews had adopted from ancient religions was the 
teaching concerning the influence of the Moorr, they paid little 
attention to the other heavenly bodies. Jahve or Jehovah was 
connected with the spirituality of the Moon. The Jewish 
religion in its earliest, original form taught that Jahve, or 
Jehovah, as a living reality within the human “I,” was 
connected with the spiritual forces of the Moon. This is not a 
mere legend, neither is it an idea born of religious 
superstition; it relates to something of which there is scientific 
evidence. During the pregnancy of the mother — a period of 
great importance for earthly existence — when the human 
being is still an embryo, he is essentially dependent on the 
Moon. This dependency of the human embryo on the Moon 
has long been known and the period of pregnancy computed 



as ten lunar months. It is only comparatively recently that the 
ten lunar months have been changed to nine solar months. 

But these ten lunar months, which have rightly been 
connected with the period of pregnancy, are in themselves an 
indication that the embryonic human being in the body of the 
mother is dependent on the Moon. What does this mean? In 
its earliest condition after fertilisation, the ovum really contains 
earthly substance that has been broken down, pulverised, and 
nothing whatever would arise from it if it were exposed to the 
influence of earthly forces alone! The development into a 
human embryo is only able to take place because influences 
from the Moon play down upon the Earth. It can truly be said 
that the forces of the Moon lead the human being into earthly 
life. And so in its veneration of Jahve as a Moon God, the 
Jewish religion was really pointing to this dependency of the 
human being upon the forces of the Moon when he is entering 
earthly existence. 

Now the peoples living further to the East, in Asia — the 
Babylonians, the Assyrians — recognised other planetary 
influences as well as those of the Moon. They said, for 
example: Whether a human being subsequently becomes 
wise or remains a dullard, depends to a certain extent upon 
the influence of Jupiter. But the Jews did not concern 
themselves with these other influences. They venerated the 
one God — a Moon God. The fact that the Jews turned from 
many Gods to one God is generally regarded as a great step 



forward in religious life. 


Jesus of Nazareth heard much of the one God, the God 
Jahve, for the Jewish religion was all around him and He was 
instructed in its teachings. 

You can understand why a people who venerated only the 
Moon God, the God whose influence upon the human being 
works above all during the period while he is in the mother’s 
body, believed that a man brings the whole of his being with 
him when he comes to the Earth. And this found expression in 
the ancient Jahve religion. If an ancient Jew who had fallen 
sick were asked: Why has this befallen you? — he answered: 
It is the will of Jahve. If his house had been set on fire and he 
were asked: Why has your house been burnt? — again his 
answer would have been: It is the will of Jahve ... He 
attributed everything to the one God, Jahve, through whose 
power man is led into the earthly world, and he saw the will of 
Jahve in everything that happened. Hence there was a kind of 
frozen rigidity about the Jewish religion. Through the whole of 
his life a man felt that his existence was determined by what 
he had brought with him to the Earth. 

Other religious teachings, as well as those of the Jews, 
came to the knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth. These other 
religions taught that many heavenly bodies — not only the 
Moon — have an influence upon the human being. There is 



an indication in the Gospels of a connection between the Star 
Religions of the East and the country inhabited by the Jews 
where Jesus of Nazareth was born. For the Gospels tell of the 
Wise Men from the East who had seen a star and were led by 
this star to the birthplace of Jesus. 

The story as it stands in modern versions of the Gospels 
gives rise to misunderstanding. The truth of the matter is that 
with their knowledge of the heavenly constellations the Wise 
Men recognised from the position of the stars that a 
momentous event was about to take place. And so at the very 
birth of Jesus of Nazareth we have the indication of a link with 
the Star Wisdom of Asia, of the East. And this link remained. 

The aim of Jesus of Nazareth was to enable man — while 
he is actually living on the Earth — to become aware of an 
inner reality of being, an inner selfhood. The Jews said: 
Everything comes from Jahve. — But in reality it is only until 
birth that the influence of Jahve holds sway, and once the 
human being is born, his life on the Earth is not simply a 
continuation of the Jahve impulse. The great truth brought by 
Christ Jesus was that during earthly life man is not like a 
rolling ball, impelled only by the impetus given by Jahve 
before his birth, but that he possesses an inner power of will 
by means of which he can ennoble or debase his own nature, 
his own personality. This was a truly epoch-making teaching. 
For the Star Wisdom had been kept very secret; nothing was 



known of it in Palestine, let alone in Rome. The Star Wisdom 
had been kept strictly secret and it was therefore profoundly 
significant that Jesus of Nazareth should have taught: It is not 
only from the Moon that influences pour down upon man; 
influences also pour down upon him from the Sun. 

This was a momentous teaching. But such things must not 
be regarded merely as theories; they must be studied in the 
light of reality. What is it that the influence of the Moon really 
brings about while the human embryo still rests within the 
body of the mother? The being of soul, the being of soul-and- 
spirit comes from the Moon-sphere and passes into the 
physical body. Man descends as a soul from the heavens by 
way of the Moon. When the Jews said: Jahve has an 
influence upon the human being in the womb of the mother — 
what did this really indicate? It indicated the view: The soul- 
and-spirit of man comes from the Moon; there, in the Moon, is 
the Creator of the soul. The physical, material constitution of 
man comes from the Earth; but the soul-and-spirit comes from 
the great universe, entering into man by way of the Moon. — 
The Jews, therefore, maintained that the soul entered into 
man by way of the Moon and received its endowments and 
gifts from the Moon God. 

Jesus of Nazareth taught that in truth man has the soul 
within him but that the soul can change, can be transformed in 
the course of his life because he has freedom of will. 



What underlay this teaching of Jesus of Nazareth? This 
question is profoundly significant and in order to find the 
answer we must consider the following: 

The Jews are always distinguished in a certain way from 
other peoples of the Earth. The difference is due to the fact 
that throughout the centuries the Jews have been brought up 
in the Moon religion and have refused to recognise any other 
influence. Real understanding of these things requires a 
knowledge of certain characteristics of Judaism. There is 
abundant evidence that the Jews have a great talent for 
music; but on the other hand they have no outstanding gift for 
sculpture, painting and arts of this nature. The Jews have a 
flair for materialism but little aptitude for acknowledging the 
reality of the spiritual world. And this is because their 
veneration has always been paid to the Moon and the Moon 
only; the rest of the super-earthly universe has hardly entered 
their ken. The Jewish character and the Greek character are 
in complete contrast. The talent and inclination of the Greeks 
lay above all in the direction of sculpture, pictorial art, 
architecture — architecture which embodied the art of 
sculpture. The Jews have always been, and are by nature, a 
musical people, a sacerdotal people; they unfold more 
particularly the inner activity which has its source in the 
talents bestowed during embryonic life. At the time when 
Jesus of Nazareth lived, this tendency was very strongly 
marked. The Jews one meets in Europe to-day have of 



course been living among other peoples for a long time, and 
they have assimilated many traits from them. But anyone of 
discernment can readily distinguish the fundamental character 
of the Jews from that of other peoples. As I said, the hearts 
and minds of the ancient Jews were directed entirely to the 
Moon God. Therefore they developed the traits which are 
connected with the Moon, not those which are connected with 
the Sun. The Sun was completely forgotten. If Jesus of 
Nazareth had remained a Jew, even He could only have 
taught a Moon Religion. But a different impulse, a spiritual 
influence proceeding directly from the Sun entered into him in 
the course of His life. 

As a result of this, He was “born a second time.” Eastern 
religions all knew what it meant to be born a second time, but 
to-day it is nothing more than a tradition and is no longer 
understood. At a certain moment in His life, Jesus of Nazareth 
knew that he had been born again, that the soul with which he 
had been endowed by the forces of the Moon while still within 
the mother’s body had been quickened and filled with new life 
by the Sun ... And from that moment, He who had been Jesus 
of Nazareth was known among the initiated as Christ Jesus. It 
was said: Like all other Jews, Jesus of Nazareth became a 
man through the forces of the Moon; but because at a certain 
moment in his life the Sun influence poured into him, He has 
been born a second time — as CHRIST. 



Obviously, an average man of to-day who cannot take 
these things in their spiritual sense, will never be able to make 
anything of them. Having no idea that the human being is 
united with his soul in the mother’s body before birth, he 
thinks that the soul must come in some way from the external 
world. And he certainly can make nothing of the teaching that 
a Sun Being, a second “personality” as it were, entered into 
Jesus of Nazareth. Just as the first personality enters into the 
mother’s body, so did the Sun Being enter into Jesus of 
Nazareth as a second personality. 

The words used in the rituals of the Roman Catholic Church 
make no reference to what I have just told you. But at any 
celebration of High Mass you will see on the altar the 
Sanctissimum, the Monstrance containing the Sacred Host, 
and here (sketch on blackboard) rays are depicted. It is a 
representation of the Sun and the Moon. The very form of the 
Monstrance tells us that Christianity originates from a religious 
conception which, unlike that held by the Jews, recognises 
not only the influence of the Moon but also that of the Sun. 
Just as the influence working in the process of the birth of a 
human being is that of the Moon, so the influence working in 
Christ Jesus is that of the Sun. 

Having heard this, you may imagine that it is possible for 
every human being to be born a second time and to receive 
the influence from the Sun during the course of his life. But 



the truth is rather different. What happened in the case of 
Christ Jesus was that the influence streamed directly to the 
“I,” the Ego. Upon which member of man’s being does the 
Moon influence work during embryonic life? As you know, 
man is composed of physical body, ether-body, astral body, 
and the “I.” The Moon influence works upon the astral body: 
the astral body, of which a man is not normally conscious, is 
influenced by the Moon. But in Christ, the Sun influence 
poured into the “I” — the free and independent “I”! 

If the Sun influence had ever worked upon man in exactly 
the same way as the Moon influence, what would have been 
the result? Think of the following: — As individuals we have 
no very decisive influence upon our own birth; our birth 
dispatches us as it were into the world. If the Sun influence 
were of exactly the same character as the Moon influence, we 
should simply receive the Sun influence at, say, the age of 30, 
and we should have no more say in this than we have in our 
birth. At the age of 3o we should suddenly become different 
persons, we should actually forget what we had been doing 
before that time. Just imagine what it would be like if you were 
to be going about until your 29th year and then, at 30, were to 
be born again! After this second “birth” you might come 
across someone not yet 30, who greeted you as an 
acquaintance. You would say: I know nothing about you ... I 
have only been here since to-day and I do not know you. That 
is what would happen if every human being at the age, say, of 



30, were actually to receive the Sun influence. All this may 
seem very questionable but it is true nevertheless. It has 
simply been forgotten because history has been so greatly 
falsified. An exactly similar process was at work in very 
ancient times, although not in quite as drastic a form as I have 
described to you now ... In the very distant past, about seven 
or eight thousand years ago in India, men were like new 
beings when they reached the age of 30, and they knew 
nothing about their earlier life. Then the people around took 
charge of them and sent them to some “official” (I am using a 
modern term) who told them their names and who they were. 
This transformation was less and less marked as time went 
on, but in those olden times it did indeed take place. Even the 
ancient Egyptians who had reached, say, the age of 5o, did 
not remember back to their childhood but only to their thirtieth 
year; they were told by the people around them about their 
earlier life, just as we are told to-day what we used to do 
when we were babies of one or two years old. History says 
nothing about this change that has come about in the life of 
man, but it is a fact. 

The last human being destined to receive the direct 
influence of the Sun was Jesus of Nazareth; for others this 
was no longer possible. There is a hint about this Sun 
influence in the Gospels but it is always misinterpreted. The 
Gospels tell us that when Jesus of Nazareth went to the 
Jordan to be baptised by John, a Dove descended upon Him 



from heaven. The Dove is the symbol of the Sun influence, of 
the Sun Being who entered into Jesus. But He was the last, 
the very last. The bodily constitution of other men in His day 
was such that they were not able to receive the Sun influence. 
Jesus was the last. 

In the ancient East, men could say with truth: The Sun 
influence comes to everyone in the course of his life, and 
when this happens he becomes a new being. This could no 
longer be said in the epoch when Christ Jesus lived, and the 
priests knew of it merely through tradition, not through their 
own vision. 

In the ancient past, before the days of the Jews, veneration 
was paid to the Sun, because the Sun was known to be the 
source of this all-powerful influence during life. When no such 
influence was received, men ceased to venerate the Sun. By 
whom, then, was the Sun replaced? By Christ Jesus Himselfl. 
Before the founding of Christianity there had been a Sun 
Religion in which the Sun itself was the object of veneration. 
Christ Jesus was the last to receive this Sun influence, and 
thereafter men could do no other than point to Christ, saying: 
There, within Him, is the Sun Spirit! 

Herein lies the great and fundamental change. It denoted a 
sheer revolution in thought to be able to say: Christ Jesus 
brought down upon the Earth that which was formerly in the 



Sun. In the first Christian centuries, Christ was always called 
the Sun and in the Gospels we still find the words: “the Sun, 
the Christ.” Later on, the meaning was entirely forgotten. At 
every High Mass the truth is visibly portrayed in the 
Monstrance; but if anyone says in so many words that what is 
represented there is a fact, he is denounced as a heretic. For 
the Christian Church has always considered it dangerous to 
proclaim truths which have to do with the Stars, and therefore 
also with the Sun. 

Why is this so? Here again we must go back to the ancient 
Mysteries and compare them with Christianity. You know that 
the Mysteries were not open to everyone. I told you about the 
different stages. The Initiates were known as Ravens, 
Occultists, Defenders, Sphinxes, Spirits of the People, Sun 
Men, Fathers. [See Christianity and the Mysteries of 
Antiquity .] These men knew that influences come from the 
stars and the initiated priests were careful to ensure that the 
knowledge was in the possession only of those who had 
actually been received into the Mysteries. For knowledge is a 
power! True, it is often suppressed ... but when the authority 
of the priesthood is strong, knowledge is certainly a power. 

The Star Wisdom had, however, been lost. And now came 
Christ Jesus who brought it to life again — but in a new form 
— teaching that the Sun God must now have his place upon 
the Earth. If Christ’s teaching had gained the victory, 



knowledge of the Sun influence and indeed of the ancient Star 
Religion in its entirety would again have been present in the 
world. Moreover in the early Christian centuries this was in 
many ways the case. There was a certain revival of the 
ancient Mystery teachings. But Christ Jesus had brought 
about the great and fundamental change in that He placed as 
a reality before all the world what had previously been 
guarded as a close secret in the Mysteries. Thereafter it 
would have been within the reach of all human beings, but no 
effort succeeded in spreading the knowledge. 

A certain Roman Emperor, Julian, called the “Apostate” 
tried to introduce the ancient Star Religion once again but he 
was murdered while on a journey to Persia 

What happened in Rome was this. The Star Wisdom that 
had in truth been brought again to the world by Christ Jesus 
was denounced as superstition — and not only as superstition 
but as a creed of the devil. The very means, therefore, of 
leading men to a real knowledge of the Spiritual was 
denounced and practically exterminated. People were 
expected to believe only in the external, historical event of the 
presence of Christ Jesus in Palestine — in the form in which 
the Church proclaimed it. 

Consequently the Church became the supreme authority for 
all believers in the matter of how and what they should think. 



It was not by way of Rome that real Christianity came to 
Europe; what Rome brought to Europe was a changed 
Christianity — a Christianity which accepted only the outer 
event in Palestine and ignored the whole cosmic setting of 
that event. 

Why did it happen so? As I told you, Rome originated from 
a band of brigands who had once gathered together, [See 
Christianity and the Mysteries of Antiquity, also Hegel’s 
Lectures on the Philosophy of History.] and echoes of their 
mode of life persisted for a very long time. Rome has always 
striven for power in worldly affairs and in the religious life at 
the same time. And in the course of the Middle Ages, the 
Pope took the place ... well, not of the ancient High Priest, the 
“Pontifex Maximus,” for it was only the name that continued ... 
the Pope assumed the position that had once been held by 
the Roman Emperors. 

At one period — it was at the beginning of the eleventh 
century — an attempt was made by a certain German 
Emperor to achieve something in the same direction as Julian 
who had been called the Apostate. It is a very interesting 
story. Henry II was a good and faithful advocate of Christianity 
and was looked upon as a kind of saint. He reigned as 
Emperor from 1002-24. In history, too, he is known as Henry 
“the Saint” and he still figures among the saints named in the 
breviary of Catholic priests. Henry II was one who wished to 



point to the ancient wisdom, to preserve for Christianity the 
conception that in Christ Jesus there had lived the Sun Spirit. 
He wanted to establish an Ecclesia catholica non Romana, 
that is to say, a Catholic Church that is not Roman. This 
attempt was made at the beginning of the eleventh century. 
Lutherism came considerably later. If Henry M’s attempt to 
establish a “Catholic Church that is not Roman” had 
succeeded at that time, the whole cosmic setting of 
Christianity would have come to the knowledge of Europe and 
through the religious life men would have been led to a truly 
spiritual science. But Rome conquered — that is to say, semi¬ 
religious, semi-imperial Rome. No Ecclesia catholica non 
Romana came into being and the Ecclesia catholica Romana 
lived on. The aim of Emperor Henry II had been to separate 
the Catholic Church entirely from the sphere of worldly 
dominion. 

It would have been a momentous deed, for if it had 
succeeded, the subsequent, very widespread persecution of 
heretics and heresies would never have taken place. Such 
persecutions are simply the outcome of authority exercised 
over men’s thoughts. But in reality, nobody can have 
permanent authority over thoughts. Authority over thoughts 
can only be exercised when a human being is subject to the 
sway of worldly power, when he is obliged to attend particular 
schools where certain doctrines are inculcated into him, when 
he is put into a certain class which influences his point of 



view, and the like. Thoughts, in reality, cannot be made to 
submit to authority. No Church could ever have worked 
harmfully without the help of the worldly dominion to which 
man is subject as a physical being. For the Church can only 
teach; the response must come from human beings 
themselves. That is the principle which Henry II tried to 
establish. But as I said, the victory was won by Rome — by 
the ancient, imperial power working in the person of the Pope. 
The power of worldly dominion was very great in the days of 
Henry II. And if the attempt to establish a “Catholic Church 
that is not Roman” had succeeded at that time, the teachings 
of the Church would have remained apart from the sphere of 
worldly dominion. 

Fundamentally, the Crusades were pursuing the same aim. 
It is commonly said that the Crusades were undertaken in the 
service of Rome, that because the wicked Turks had 
conquered Jerusalem the pilgrims there could no longer 
perform their devotions in safety. Then Rome intervened and 
sent Peter of Amiens out into Europe to preach. Numbers of 
men were urged to come together in a Crusade to the East, to 
Jerusalem, and a great band of Crusaders gathered as the 
result of this preaching under the leadership of Peter of 
Amiens and Walter the “Penniless.” (Perhaps you can guess 
why he was called the “Penniless.” He was like all of us here, 
for we could not raise enough money between us to pay the 
cost of a crusade to Asia!) But this whole band of Crusaders 



perished on the way and nothing was achieved. 


Then came others, under the leadership of Godfrey of 
Bouillon. These men were not in the service of Rome but their 
aim had certain points in common with that of Henry II. They 
wanted to do away with the element of worldly dominion. (Dr. 
Steiner makes a sketch on the blackboard.) Here is Italy, here 
Greece, here the Black Sea, here Asia, here Palestine, here 
Jerusalem. The aim of the first real Crusade was that 
Jerusalem, not Rome, should stand as the centre and citadel 
of the Christian religion. This was again an attempt to make 
the Ecclesia, the Church, independent of worldly dominion. 

None of these attempts succeeded. Roman princes and 
nobles again found their way into the later Crusades. The 
story can be read in any history book. 

And so this basic principle of Christianity, enshrining the 
great thought that in Christ Jesus the Sun Force itself was 
brought down to the Earth and that realisation of this makes 
every human being free ... “Ye shall know the Truth and the 
Truth shall make you free ...” — this whole conception has 
remained in oblivion through the centuries and true 
Christianity must be discovered again to-day through Spiritual 
Science. It is not surprising that the representatives of 
Christianity in the form it has now assumed, oppose the 
Christianity which genuinely adheres to Christ Jesus and 



teaches the same realities as He Himself taught. This is what 
Anthroposophy does. Again it is not surprising that those who 
only know Christianity in its present form often have an 
aversion to it. This aversion, however, it not to be laid at the 
door of Christianity itself. Christianity has brought about 
tremendous progress in the social life. Slavery was gradually 
abolished, for one thing. And without Christianity there would 
have been no science as we know it to-day. Most of the really 
epoch-making discoveries were made by monks (the air- 
pump produced by the worthy Burgomaster Guericke von 
Magdeburg is one of the exceptions). Copernicus was a 
dignitary of the Catholic Church; and the schools and 
academies of learning were all dependent upon the monks. 

But something else must also be remembered. — The 
monasteries were not, at first, welcome in the Church, 
because the monks had preserved a good deal of the ancient 
knowledge. Among the monks (only they were not allowed to 
speak) there did indeed exist knowledge of the ancient Star 
Wisdom. Ample evidence of this can be found by anyone who 
looks for it. It was through monasticism, not through any 
external regime that knowledge of the kind of which I gave 
you an example in the last lecture, had been preserved and it 
was not until the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that it 
was completely swept away. The Middle Ages were by no 
means as “dark” an epoch as people generally believe. It is 
only what comes within the range of ordinary observation that 



is “dark.” In secret there was a great deal of wisdom, only it is 
not understood to-day. 

We can truly say: The greatest thought enshrined in 
Christianity is that the Sun Force in all reality came down 
upon the Earth. 

Not until then did history, as we know it to-day, really come 
to birth. For whereas in olden times men in the East 
possessed a glorious Star Wisdom, they attached no value to 
“history.” Those who were knowers and sages in the East 
always declared: It is there, in the Heavens, that the act of 
Creation takes place. They did not concern themselves to any 
great extent with the life and doings of human beings on the 
Earth. — True, something in the nature of history appears 
when the Jews come upon the scene, but it is history that 
begins with Star Wisdom — for the story of the “seven days of 
Creation” is pure Star Wisdom. Later on, events become 
chaotic, a medley. True history — and true history divides the 
whole process of evolution on the Earth into the pre-Christian 
and the post-Christian — really begins when Christianity is 
born. 



2. The Easter Festival and Its Background 

(The first few paragraphs contain the answer given by Dr. 
Steiner to a question. The lecture on the Easter Festival 
begins afterward.) 

Dr. Steiner. As I shall be away next week I wanted to speak 
to you to-day about the Easter Festival. Or have you some 
other question of importance at the moment? 

Questioner. I had a question but it has nothing to do with 
the Easter Festival. 

An article in a recent Parisian newspaper stated that it is 
possible to be taught to read and to see with the skin. Would 
Dr. Steiner say something about this? I was very astonished 
by it. 

Dr. Steiner. A great deal of caution is necessary when 
information about a matter of this kind comes from a 
newspaper and careful investigation is called for. The article 
says that certain people ... the man really means everyone ... 
can be trained to see with the skin, to read with certain parts 
of the skin. 

Now this has been known for a long time. It is possible to 
train certain people to read with some part of their skin. But let 
me say at once that such a thing is really not so very 



astonishing. Human beings do not by any means learn 
everything that they could learn; they do not develop all their 
powers. Many faculties could be developed quite quickly by 
setting to work in earnest. Children, for example, could all be 
trained to read with their finger-tips by making them touch and 
feel letters on a piece of paper. In the blank spaces between 
the letters the paper is quite different to the touch. If you were 
to make letters which stand out a little from the paper it would 
be quite easy to read them! Letters made of wood could be 
read by touch with the eyes shut. It is only a matter of refining 
this faculty, making it more delicate. 

When I was a boy I trained myself to do something rather 
unusual, namely, to hold a pencil between the big toe and the 
next toe and write with it. All these things that one does not 
generally learn can be learnt and then certain faculties will 
develop. These faculties can become so delicate and 
sensitive that the result is quite astonishing. But it really need 
not be so; what has happened is that the power of touch has 
been greatly enhanced, and every part of the body has this 
power. Just as we become aware of a jab from a nail, so we 
can become aware of the tiny roughnesses caused by letters 
on paper. 

This, however, does not quite cover the case you 
mentioned, for the man claims that he can develop in 
everyone the faculty of being able to read with the skin. From 



the statement as it stands, the details could not all be put to 
the test and it would be better to wait for scientific 
confirmation before believing that if a page of a book were 
placed, say, over your stomach, you would eventually be able 
to read it. One must be able to discriminate whether it is a 
matter of a delicate and highly sensitive faculty of touch or 
whether there is something bogus about it — and this cannot 
be discovered from the newspaper report. I myself was not at 
all astonished at the statement because I can well imagine 
that such a thing might be possible; but what did astonish me 
was the stupid comment of the journalists, who said that if 
such a thing were really true, then it must have been 
discovered a long time ago. — I ask you, how can anyone say 
about the telephone, for example: If this is really true, then it 
must have been known for a very long time! This kind of 
comment astonished me far more than the phenomenon itself. 
The phenomenon itself is not so very astonishing because a 
human being can do a great deal towards developing his 
organs of feeling and touch. Seeing with the eyes is not 
everything. The fingers, for example, can be developed into 
most delicate organs of perception. And so reliable scientific 
investigation would be necessary in order to prove whether or 
not, after years of training, the man can make every part of 
the body able to see. I have read reports in German, English 
and French newspapers and I find it impossible to gather from 
them whether the man in question is a lunatic, a humbug or a 
serious scientist. 



THE EASTER FESTIVAL AND ITS BACKGROUND 


NOW let us think about the Easter Festival in connection 
with the Mystery of Golgotha. As you know, Easter is a 
movable festival — every year it is celebrated on a different 
date. Why is the date variable? Because it is determined, not 
by terrestrial but by celestial conditions. It is fixed by asking: 
When does spring begin? March 21st is always the beginning 
of spring and the Easter Festival takes place after this. Then 
there is a period of waiting until the Moon comes to the full, 
then another pause until the following Sunday, and Easter 
falls on the first Sunday after the first full Moon after the 
beginning of spring. The first full Moon can be on 22nd March, 
in which case Easter is very early; or the first full Moon can be 
a whole twenty-nine days after 21st March. If, for example, 
there is a full Moon on 19th March, spring has not yet begun 
and then after some twenty-eight days the Moon is again full; 
the Easter Festival in that year will fall on the next Sunday — 
quite late in April. 

Now why has the Easter Festival been fixed according to 
conditions in the heavens? This is connected with what I have 
been telling you. In earlier times men knew that the Moon and 
the Sun have an influence upon everything that exists on the 
Earth. 

Think of a growing plant. (Sketch on the blackboard .) If you 
want to grow a plant, you take a tiny seed and lay it in the soil. 



The whole plant, the whole life of the plant is compressed into 
this tiny seed. What comes out of this seed? First, the root. 
The life expands into the root. But then it contracts again and 
grows, still in a state of contraction, into a stem. Then it 
expands and the leaves come and then the blossom. Then 
there is again contraction into the seed and the seed waits 
until the following year. In the plant, therefore, we see a 
process of expansion — contraction; expansion — 
contraction. 

Whenever the plant expands, it is the Sun which draws out 
the leaf or the blossom; whenever the plant contracts (in the 
seed or the stem) the contraction is due to the forces of the 
Moon. Between the leaves, the Moon is working. So that 
when we take a plant with spreading leaves and root, we can 
say, beginning with the seed: Moon — then Sun — again 
Moon — again Sun — again Moon, and so forth ... with the 
Moon at the end of the process. In every plant we see Sun 
forces and Moon forces working in alternation. In a field of 
growing plants we behold the deeds of Sun and Moon. I told 
you that the fashioning and shaping of the physical human 
being when he comes into the world, is dependent on the 
Moon; [See the previous lecture.] inner forces which make it 
possible for him to transform his own character, come from 
the Sun. I told you this when we were speaking about the 
Mystery of Golgotha. 



In earlier times these things were known but they have all 
been forgotten. Men asked themselves: When is there 
present in spring the influence that does most to promote the 
thriving and growth of vegetation? It is when the influences of 
Sun and Moon together are at their strongest. This is the case 
when the rays of the first full Moon after the beginning of 
spring shine down upon the Earth, adding strength to the rays 
of the Sun. The influences of Sun and Moon are mutually 
enhanced when the springtime Sun at its strongest works in 
conjunction with the Moon which is also at its strongest when 
its cycle of four weeks has been completed. The time for 
Easter, therefore, is the Sunday — the day dedicated to the 
Sun — after the first full Moon of spring. The date of the 
Easter Festival was based on knowledge relating to the winter 
solstice and the subsequent beginning of spring. 

Now the Easter Festival did not begin in the Christian era 
before the rise of Christianity there was an old pagan festival 
— the Adonis Festival as it was called. What was this Adonis 
Festival? It was instituted by the Mysteries — those places for 
the cultivation of art, learning and religion which I have 
described to you recently. And Adonis was personified in a 
kind of effigy or image, representing the spirit-and-soul in 
man. It was known, furthermore, that man’s life of spirit-and- 
soul is united with the whole universe. The ancient pagan 
peoples took account of spiritual conditions and celebrated 
this Adonis Festival in the autumn. The old Easter Festival — 



which in a certain way resembled our own — fell in the 
autumn. [Dr. Steiner spoke in similar terms in four lectures 
given at Dornach, 19th—24th April, 1924.] 

The Adonis Festival was celebrated in the following way. — 
The image of the eternal, immortal part of man was 
submerged in a pond, or in the sea if the place happened to 
be near the coast, and left there for three days, to the 
accompaniment of songs of mourning and lamentation. The 
submerging of the image was the occasion of solemnities 
resembling those which might be associated with the death of 
a member of a very united family. It was essentially a 
ceremony which had to do with Death, and it always took 
place on the day of the week we now call Friday. The name 
“Karfreitag” originated when the custom found its way into the 
Germanic regions of Middle Europe. “Kar” comes from 
“Chara” (Old High German) meaning mourning. It was 
therefore the Friday of sadness or mourning. 

So little is known of these things to-day that in England this 
Friday is called “Good” Friday, whereas in olden time it was 
the Friday of Death, the Friday of mourning and lamentation. 

It was a festival connected with Death, dedicated to Adonis. 
And in places where there was no water, an artificial pond 
was contrived into which the image or effigy was plunged and 
taken out after three days, i.e., after the Sunday. 



The image was taken out of the water amid songs of 
jubilation and rejoicing. For three days, therefore, the people 
were filled with deep sorrow and after these three days with 
ecstatic joy. And the theme of their songs of jubilation was 
always: “The God has come to us again!” 

What did this Festival signify? — I must emphasise again 
that originally it was celebrated in the autumn. On other 
occasions I have told you that when the human being dies, 
the physical body is laid aside. Those who have been 
bereaved mourn in their own way for the dead with 
solemnities not unlike those which accompanied the 
submerging of the Adonis image. But there is something else 
as well. For a period of three days after death, the human 
being looks back upon his earthly life. His physical body has 
been laid aside but his ether-body is still with him. The ether- 
body expands and expands and finally dissolves into the 
universe. The human being then lives on in the astral body 
and the “I.” 

The purpose of those who instituted the Adonis Festival 
was to make men realise that the human being does not only 
die but after three days comes to life again in the spiritual 
world. And in order that this might be brought every year to 
men’s consciousness, the Adonis Festival was instituted. In 
the autumn it was said: Lo, nature is dying; the trees lose their 
leaves, the earth is covered with snow; winds are cold and 



biting; the earth loses her fertility and looks just as the 
physical human being looks in death. We must wait until 
spring for the earth to come to life again, whereas the human 
being comes to life again in soul and spirit after three days. Of 
this men must be made conscious! ... A festival of Death was 
therefore followed immediately by a festival of Resurrection! 

— But this festival took place in the autumn — the season 
when it is easy to realise the contrast between man and 
nature. Nature is about to consolidate her life; she will lie dead 
through the whole winter. But in contrast to nature, man lives 
on after death in the spiritual world. When nature sheds her 
leaves, is covered with snow, when cold winds blow, then is 
the time to make man conscious: You are different from 
nature, inasmuch as when you die, after three days you live 
again! 

It was a most beautiful festival, celebrated through long 
ages of antiquity. Men gathered together at the places of the 
Mysteries for the period of this festival, joining in the songs of 
mourning; and then, on the third day, the consciousness 
came to them that every soul, every “I” and every astral body 
come to life again in the spiritual world three days after death. 
Their attention was turned away from the physical world and 
their hearts and minds were drawn to the spiritual world. The 
very season of the year played a part, for in those days the 
festival did not take place in the spring when the people who 
lived on the land were occupied with other tasks. The old 



Easter Festival, the Adonis Festival, was celebrated when the 
fruit had been harvested and the grape picking was over, 
when winter was approaching. It was the appropriate season 
for an awakening in the Spirit, and so the Adonis Festival was 
celebrated. The name varied in different territories but the 
festival was celebrated in all ancient religions. For all ancient 
religions spoke in this way of the immortality of the human 
soul. 

Now in the first centuries of the Christian era itself, the 
Easter Festival was not celebrated at the time it is celebrated 
to-day; not until the third or fourth century did it become 
customary to celebrate Easter in the spring. But by that time 
men had lost all understanding of the spiritual world; they had 
eyes only for nature, concerned themselves only with nature. 
And so they said: It is not possible to celebrate resurrection in 
the autumn, when nothing comes to life! — They no longer 
knew that the human being comes to life again in the spiritual 
world, and so they said: In the autumn there is no 
resurrection; the snow covers everything. Whereas in the 
spring, all things burst into life. Spring, therefore, is the proper 
time for the Easter Festival. — This kind of thinking was 
already an outcome of materialism, although it was a 
materialism which still looked up to the heavens and fixed the 
Easter Festival according to Sun and Moon. By the third and 
fourth centuries of the Christian era, materialism was already 
in evidence but at least it still looked out into the universe; it 



was not the “earth-worm” materialism which has eyes only for 
the Earth and has been described as such because the 
earthworms live under the soil and only come up when it 
rains. And so it is with the men of modern times; they look 
simply at what is on the Earth. When the Easter Festival 
began to be celebrated in the spring, even materialism still 
believed that the myriad stars have an influence upon human 
beings. But from the fifteenth century onwards, that too was 
forgotten. At the time when the Easter Festival was 
transferred to the spring, certain attempts were being made 
by the Christians to sweep away the ancient truths. — I 
mentioned this when we were speaking about the Mystery of 
Golgotha. — By the eighth or ninth centuries, men had not the 
remotest inkling that Christ’s Coming was in any way 
connected with the Sun. 

In the fourth century there were two Emperors, one a little 
later than the other. The first was Constantine, the founder of 
Constantinople and an extremely vain man. He ordered a 
certain treasure that had once been brought from Troy to 
Rome to be transferred to Constantinople and buried in the 
ground under a pillar which had upon it a statue of Apollo, the 
old pagan god; then he sent to the East for wood said to have 
been taken from the Cross of Christ, and caused a wreath to 
be carved, with rays springing from it. But in the figure 
crowned with this wooden wreath, people were expected to 
behold Constantine! And so from then onwards, veneration 



was paid to Constantine, standing there on the pillar that had 
been erected over the precious Roman treasure. By external 
measures, you see, he brought it about that men ceased to 
know anything about cosmic secrets, about the fact that Christ 
is connected with the Sun. 

The other Emperor, Julian, had received instruction in the 
Mysteries which still survived, although under very difficult 
conditions. Later on they were exterminated altogether by the 
Emperor Justinian but for centuries already their existence 
had been highly precarious. They were not wanted; 

Christianity was their bitter enemy. Julian the Emperor, 
however, had received instruction in the Mysteries and he 
knew: There is not only one Sun, but there are three Suns 
[See the lecture: The Threefold Sun and the Risen Christ. 
Given in London, 24th April, 1922.] — This announcement 
caused an uproar, for it was a secret of the Mysteries. 

When you look at the Sun you see a whitish-yellowish orb 
or body — it is the physical Sun. But this Sun has a soul: it is 
the second Sun. And then there is the third Sun: the spiritual 
.Sun. Like man, the Sun has body, soul and spirit. Julian 
spoke of three Suns and maintained that in Christianity men 
should be taught: Christ came from the Sun and then, as Sun 
Being, entered into the man Jesus. 


Now the Churches did not wish this knowledge to be in the 



possession of men. The Churches did not want the real facts 
about Christ Jesus to come to light, but only such knowledge 
as was authorised by them. Julian the Emperor was 
treacherously murdered on a journey to Asia, in order that the 
world might be rid of him. That is why Julian is always known 
as the Apostate, the heretic: Julian the Heretic! He desired 
that the connection between Christianity and the ancient 
truths should be maintained, for he thought: It will be easier 
for Christianity to make progress if it contains the truths of the 
ancient wisdom than if men are allowed to believe only what 
the priests tell them. So you see, at the time when the Easter 
Festival was transferred to the spring, knowledge that this 
festival is connected with resurrection still survived. Although 
knowledge of the resurrection of man had been lost, the 
resurrection of nature continued to be celebrated in a festival. 
But even that has been forgotten in places where Easter is 
still celebrated without any inkling of what it really signifies; 
and to-day people have come to the point of asking: Why 
need Sun and Moon have anything to do with the date of 
Easter? If Easter were always to fall on the first Sunday in 
April, book-keeping would be greatly simplified! The 
suggestion, therefore, is that the date should be determined 
by commercial considerations! ... As a matter of fact, the 
people who clamour for this are more honest than the others 
who insist that conditions in the heavens shall still be the 
determining factor, without having the slightest notion of what 
this means. Those who say from their own point of view that 



conditions in the heavens need not be taken into account are 
really the more honest. But the sad thing is that people can 
only be honest about this because they know nothing of the 
real connections. What we have to do to-day is to emphasise 
that the Spiritual must always be the decisive factor! 

And so in olden times men waited for the last full Moon after 
the beginning of autumn and celebrated the Adonis Festival 
on the preceding Sunday. Sun and Moon were taken into 
account but it was known that conditions are quite different, 
indeed the reverse, when snow will soon be falling from the 
heavens. The old Easter Festival, the Adonis Festival, always 
took place between the end of September and the end of 
October. This was the best time to be reminded of the 
resurrection of man, because at that season of the year there 
was no question of a resurrection in nature. This early festival, 
therefore, was known to be connected with Death and also 
with Resurrection ... but this knowledge too has been lost. 

It is important to be reminded of the ancient significance of 
these festivals, for we have again to find the way to the Spirit. 
We must not celebrate Christmas and Easter thoughtlessly 
but realise that such festivals have deep meaning. 

Now the world cannot be turned topsy-turvy; nobody would 
wish the Easter Festival to be transferred to the autumn. But it 
is good to be reminded that when a man dies, he lays aside 



his physical body and looks back upon his earthly life; then he 
lays aside the ether-body and comes to life again in the 
spiritual world as a being of spirit-and-soul. Such knowledge 
can greatly deepen our understanding of the Mystery of 
Golgotha. 

The Mystery of Golgotha presents in external reality what 
was always presented in an image at the Adonis Festival. The 
men of antiquity had an image; Christians have the actual, 
historical event. But in the historical event there are certain 
points of resemblance with the imagery used in olden times. 

At the Adonis Festival the image of Adonis was submerged 
and raised after three days. It was a true Easter Festival. — 
But then, what had once been presented as an image, came 
to pass as an actual happening. The Christ was in Jesus. He 
died and rose to life again. And at Easter now, this is all that is 
remembered. 

In a way, there is a good side to this. For why was an image 
always set before the people at the Adonis Festival? It was 
because they needed something that their senses could 
perceive. Although they still looked at the universe in a 
spiritual way, in the material world they needed an image. But 
when Christ had passed through the Mystery of Golgotha 
there was to be no image; men were called upon to remember 
purely in the Spirit what had happened at that time. The 
Easter Festival was to be an essentially spiritual celebration. 



Men must no longer make a pagan image but perform the act 
of remembrance entirely within the life of soul. It was thought 
— and Mysteries still existed in the days of Christ Jesus — 
that the Easter Festival would in this way be spiritualised. 

Think once again of the old Adonis Festival. It is impossible 
in present-day Europe to realise what such festivals meant to 
the ancient pagan peoples. You yourselves would say: This is 
only an image — and those at least who had been initiated in 
the Mysteries would have regarded it as such. But every year 
the statue of the god was displayed to large numbers of the 
people and then submerged. This gave rise to what is known 
as fetishism. A statue of such a kind was a fetish, an idol, a 
god; worship of such an object was called fetishism — and 
that of course is undesirable. And yet in a certain respect, an 
element of the same tendency has remained in Christianity, 
for the Monstrance with the Sanctissimum, the Sacred Host, 
is worshipped in Catholicism as the Real Christ. It is said that 
the Bread and the Wine are transformed, in the physical 
sense too, into the Body and Blood of Christ. This is a 
survival, not of enlightened pagan wisdom which beheld the 
Spiritual behind every sense-phenomenon, but of the fetish- 
worship in which the statue was taken to be the god himself. 

Nowadays — unless examples have occurred in one’s own 
experience — it is almost impossible to picture the intensity 
with which people believed in these images of the god I 



myself once knew a very clever professor — all such men are 
clever, only modern science does not lead them to the 
Spiritual. The man was a Russian and he made a journey 
from Japan across Siberia. In the middle of Siberia he 
became aware of a deep uneasiness, he felt lonely and 
forsaken. And what did he do? Something that none of you, 
nor indeed any Westerner, would ever think of doing. But 
although this man was very learned, he was half-Asiatic. He 
made a figure of a god out of wood, took it with him on his 
further travels and prayed to it fervently. When I knew him his 
nerves were in a terrible state; the illness had come from 
worshipping his wooden god. It is difficult for you to conceive 
what it means to worship an idol of this kind! 

Now the Mysteries still existing at the time of the founding 
of Christianity were deeply concerned as to how men might 
be led to the Spiritual. And so what in earlier epochs had been 
presented before their eyes in the Adonis Festival was now to 
be revived in remembrance only, by prayer. This was the 
intention ... but instead of becoming spiritual, everything 
became materialistic; it was all externalised, made formal. By 
the third and fourth centuries A.D. all kinds of emotions were 
aroused in the people on “Kar” Friday; the priests offered up 
prayers; and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the hour at which 
Christ is said to have died, the bells stopped ringing. 
Everything was still. And then, outwardly again, just as in the 
old Adonis Festival, the Crucifix, a figure of Christ on the 



Cross, was buried; at a later period it was covered with a veil. 
After three days came Easter — the festival of Resurrection. 
But the manner and form of the celebration are the same, 
fundamentally, as in the old Adonis Festival. The form of the 
celebration indicates that little by little the souls of men were 
coming under the authority of Rome. 

In many districts, for example in the place where my youth 
was spent — whether it happens here I do not know — it is 
customary on the Friday before Easter for the boys to gather 
around the Church with rattles and musical toys, singing the 
words: 

Wir ratschen, wir ratschen am Dom. 

Die Glocken ziehen nach Rom. 

[Approximate translation: We shake our rattles around the 
church ... but the bells draw us to Rome.] 

Everything, you see, pointed towards Rome, especially at 
the time of the Easter Festival. 

Men of the present age must emerge from materialism into 
a life of spiritual knowledge; they must learn to understand 
things in a spiritual way, above all such things as the Easter 
Festival. Every year at the Easter Festival we can remind 
ourselves that the day of mourning, the Chara, 
commemorates the departure of the human being from the 
physical world; for three days after death he is still looking 



back on the physical world; then he lays aside his ether-body 
as a second corpse; but then in his astral body and “I,” he 
rises to life again in the spiritual world. This, too, is part of the 
act of remembrance, although it would be barbarous to expect 
songs of jubilation three days after a death has occurred. And 
yet we can be reminded of these songs of jubilation when we 
think of the immortality of the human soul and of how, after 
three days, the soul comes to live again in the spiritual world. 

There is a connection between the Easter Festival and 
every human death. At every human death our attitude should 
be that although mourning is inevitable, the Easter Festival is 
near, when we shall remember that every soul after death 
rises to life again in the spiritual world. — You know, of 
course, of the festival which commemorates the death of all 
human beings: it is called the Festival of All Souls and is still 
celebrated in the autumn. When the knowledge of its 
connection with the Easter Festival had been lost, the Day of 
All Saints, All Saints’ Day, was placed before it in the 
calendar. But All Souls’ Day should, in reality, be celebrated 
as the day of the Dead and the Easter Festival as the day of 
Resurrection. They belong together although they are 
separated now by the span of nearly half a year! From the 
calendar as it now stands it is often impossible to understand 
what really lies behind these festivals. 


But remember: everything on Earth is in reality directed by 



the Heavens. People are surprised if it ever snows at Easter 
because that is the time for the plants to be sprouting, not for 
snow. They are surprised because they feel that the Easter 
Festival is intended to commemorate the resurrection, the 
immortality of the human soul. 

This attitude and knowledge make the whole Easter 
Festival into a deep, heart-felt experience, reminding those 
who celebrate it of something that is connected with man 
himself and with his life as the seasons of the year run their 
course. The only kind of connection with the yearly seasons to 
which any thought is given to-day is that in the winter one puts 
on a winter coat and in the summer a summer coat, that one 
sweats in the summer and shivers in the winter — all purely 
material considerations. What is not known is that with the 
coming of spring, spiritual forces are actively at work drawing 
forth the plants from the Earth and that with the coming of 
autumn, spiritual forces are again in operation as forces of 
destruction. When this is understood men will see life and 
being in the whole of nature. Much of what is said about 
nature to-day is nonsense. People see a plant, tear it out of 
the soil and set about studying botany ... because they know 
nothing about the essentials. If I were to tear out a hair and 
proceed to describe it, this would be nonsense, because the 
hair cannot arise of itself; it must be growing on a human 
being or an animal. Nothing that you might apply to any part 
of a lifeless stone will make a hair grow from it. For a hair to 



grow, life must be at the source. The plants are like the hair of 
the Earth, because the Earth is a living being. And just as 
man needs the air in order to live, so does the Earth need the 
stars with their spirituality; the Earth breathes in the spiritual 
forces of the stars in order to live. Man moves over the Earth 
and the Earth moves through the Cosmos, lives in. the 
Cosmos. The Earth is a living being. 

This remembrance at least can still come to us at the 
Easter Festival — the remembrance that the Earth herself is a 
living Being. When the Earth brings forth the plants she is 
young, just as the child is young when the soft hair grows. 

The old man loses his hair just as in autumn the Earth loses 
the plants. It is only that the Earth’s life runs its course in a 
different rhythm: youth in the spring, age in the autumn; youth 
again, age again — whereas in man the periods are much 
longer. Everything in the universe is alive. In thinking of the 
Easter Festival and with the spectacle of newly awakening 
nature before us, we can say: Death is not ever-present; 
beings have to pass through death but life is the essential 
reality. Life is everywhere victorious over death. The Easter 
Festival is there to remind us of this victory and to give us 
strength. If men gain this kind of strength it will enable them to 
set about the improvement of external conditions with insight 
and intelligence — not in the way that is usual at the present 
time. First and foremost we need Spiritual Science in order 
again to ally ourselves with the spiritual world — which is a 



world of life, not of death. 


In this sense I hope that the Easter Festival will be as full of 
beauty in your souls as are the spring flowers growing out of 
the Earth. — After Easter we shall meet together again and 
speak about scientific matters. 

At the Easter Festival, then, let us feel: Men can go to their 
work with fresh courage and with joy. Even if in these days 
there are not many opportunities of finding joy in daily work, 
perhaps here it is different! In any case I wanted to say these 
things to you to-day and to wish you a beautiful Easter in the 
sense of the knowledge born from Spiritual Science. 



3. Characteristics of Judaism 

Dr. Steiner. Have you any questions to-day? 


Questioner. What was the cause of the darkening of the 
sun for three hours at the time of Christ’s death? 

Dr. Steiner. That, of course, is a most significant question 
and one which, as you may imagine, has occupied me very 
deeply. I can well believe that the questioner too considers it 
important, because it indicates that such things are really no 
longer credible to the modern mind. That is why the 
nineteenth century solved it simply by asserting: It is not true, 
it is only imagery and no great importance need be attached 
to it. — That, however, is wrong. Careful study of the 
knowledge yielded by Spiritual Science leads to the discovery 
that at the time of Christ’s death there was an eclipse of the 
sun, or at all events the sun was obscured to such an extent 
that when the death took place, darkness fell over the district. 
Such things should not be brushed aside and simply denied; 
quite obviously they call for explanation. 

Let me here remind you of something I have often 
mentioned in your presence. In ancient records you will 
everywhere find evidence that importance was attached to the 
time of the day, the time of the year, and so forth. No notice is 
taken of this to-day. In the New Testament a great deal is said 
about the miracles of healing performed by Christ, about the 



way in which He healed the sick. Emphasis is laid upon the 
fact that He adopted a definite practice in His acts of healing. 
In those days it was much easier to effect cures than it is to¬ 
day and this is a fact that is entirely ignored. Owing to the way 
in which humanity has developed — particularly in Europe — 
healing must start to-day from the body. But it was not always 
so. At the time when Christ lived on the earth, and above all in 
earlier epochs, it was still possible for healing to start from the 
soul. In a modern man the soul no longer has a very strong 
influence because as a result of upbringing and education his 
thoughts are entirely abstract. Thoughts of the kind that are 
universal to-day were absolutely unknown in those olden 
times. The human being was deeply and inwardly moved by 
what he thought. There was no such thing as “abstract, logical 
thinking.” Man’s life of soul was quite different. To-day you 
may tell a human being something of supreme importance ... 
but it has no effect whatever upon his body because his soul 
is detached from the body. It is believed that the men of old 
were instinctively clairvoyant because they were not so 
closely bound up with their bodies, but this is simply not true; 
they were more deeply rooted in the body, they felt everything 
in the body itself and for this reason influences from the soul 
could work directly upon the body. When a particular name 
was uttered, a picture arose simultaneously before the soul. 
To-day ... well, a word may be uttered but no picture arises. 

In olden times a picture, definite and complete, arose before 
men and this picture would give them goose-flesh, cause a 



burst of laughter, or some other physical symptom; an 
immediate effect was produced in the body. Now this was 
made much use of in healing. But to be effective, the forces in 
the environment of a man must be used in the right way. That 
is why, when the Gospels are referring to Christ’s acts of 
healing, we find the words: When the sun had set He 
gathered the sick and the suffering around Him. ... “When the 
sun had set” — not, therefore, when the sun was shining in its 
full strength. If that had been the case, the words (which were 
addressed to the soul) would have been without effect. It was 
only when men came to Him in the evening twilight that the 
words could serve their purpose. 

Such things are ignored to-day but they are connected, 
nevertheless, with the life of man. Whether the sun is shining 
at the full, whether it is twilight, whether the season is spring, 
or autumn — all these factors have a mighty influence, And so 
it is, too, with other manifestations of nature. We see the life 
of Christ Jesus unfolding from the birth to the baptism in the 
Jordan and then through the three years until His death: 
everything drew to a climax. And the contributory factors were 
not the decree of the High Council alone, not the, revolution 
among the people alone, but also what was happening in the 
heavens and in the whole of nature! 

The Moon forces have an influence upon the human being 
during embryonic life which culminates in birth. Later on, the 



forces of the Sun and of other heavenly bodies have an 
influence upon him. [See the previous lecture.] He is 
influenced by all the happenings of external nature. 

The attitude of people to-day to happenings in nature is 
really remarkable and is due to the fact that they never get 
away from their abstract thinking. It is known, for example, 
that after about eleven to twelve years, sunspots reappear in 
considerable numbers. But although it is known that a period 
of sunspots invariably coincides with unrest in some form on 
the earth, people cannot accustom themselves to take real 
account of the influence which plays down upon the earth 
from the super-earthly world and comes to expression in the 
sunspots. Nevertheless the influence is a reality! When it 
rains, human beings consciously abandon certain activities. 
When it is raining cats and dogs you cannot go on with 
gardening or work of that kind. There, you see, nature has an 
influence upon the conscious life of man. But upon his 
unconscious life, the whole surrounding universe of stars has 
a very great influence. Obviously, therefore, the effect of the 
sunlight upon man is by no means the same when the Sun is 
partly obscured. 

It cannot be said that in this way man’s freedom is affected. 
But wherever deeper, spiritual laws come into consideration 
one must build on these in freedom, just as securely as a 
man, when he is on the first floor of a house, assumes that 



the floor will not develop a hole and precipitate him down to 
the ground floor. The laws of nature must be taken into 
account, also the great laws which rule outside in the 
universe. 

The deep sorrow caused in the hearts of certain men by 
what came to pass in Palestine at that time was accompanied 
by anguish in the world of nature. The anguish in human 
hearts and the anguish in nature were simultaneous. Just as 
the blood flows in the body and man’s health is dependent on 
this blood, so do the living forces contained in the sunlight 
flow into the blood. 

Think of this. — A man dies on some particular day. 
Examination of his blood some two months or so before death 
would reveal to careful scrutiny that it is already on the way to 
becoming lifeless. Just as before the death of a human being 
the blood is gradually becoming lifeless, so — even at the 
time of Christ’s birth — what lives in the light was already on 
the way to that condition of darkness which set in when the 
death actually took place. There was a close and intimate 
connection between happenings in nature and the life of 
Christ. And it may be said that just as Christ consciously 
chose twilight as the time for healing the sick, so His 
unconscious depths of soul chose the darkening of the Sun as 
the time of death. That is how one must picture these things in 
order to interpret them truly; their meaning can only be 



suggested in a delicate and intimate way for they do not lend 
themselves to crude explanation. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF JUDAISM 

Question : Have the Jews, as a people, fulfilled their mission 
in the evolution of humanity? 

Dr. Steiner. Discussion on this subject is unfortunately all 
too apt to lead to propagandism. But what must be said quite 
objectively on the subject has nothing whatever to do with 
propaganda in any shape or form. 

The way in which the development of the Jewish people 
proceeded in olden times was a most important preparation 
for the subsequent rise of Christianity. Before Christianity 
came into the world, the Jews had a deeply spiritual religion 
but, as I have told you, it was a religion which took account 
only of the spiritual law of nature. — If a Jew were asked: 

Upon what does the coming of spring depend? — he said: 
Upon the will of Jehovah! — Why is so-and-so an unrighteous 
man? — Because Jehovah wills it so! — Why does famine 
break out in a country? — Because Jehovah wills it! — 
Everything was referred to this one God. And that was why 
the ancient Jews did not live at peace with the peoples around 
them, whom they did not understand and who did not 
understand them. The neighbouring peoples did not worship 



this one and only God in the same way but recognised 
spiritual beings in all the phenomena of nature — a multiplicity 
of spiritual beings. 

These many spiritual beings are actually present in nature 
and anyone who denies their existence denies reality. To 
deny that there are spiritual beings in nature is just as if I were 
to say now that there is not a single person in this room! — If I 
brought in a blind man and you were not laughing loudly 
enough for him to hear, he might believe me. Deception in 
these things occurs very readily. — Friedrich Nietzsche’s sight 
was very poor and when he was a professor in Basle only a 
few dilatory students came to listen to his lectures although 
they were extremely interesting. Nietzsche was always deeply 
sunk in thought as he went to the desk and proceeded to 
deliver his lectures. He lectured on one occasion when not a 
single person was present but because his sight was so bad 
he only noticed this when he was going out of the lecture-hall! 
In the same way a blind man could be made to think that a 
room is empty. — People disbelieve in spiritual forces and 
influences because they have been blinded by their education 
and all that happens in modern life. 

It is important for man to realise that he has a great deal to 
do with these myriad nature-spirits; but there is a power within 
him that is mightier than anything wrought by these nature- 
spirits. This is the basis of the conception of the ONE God, 



the Moon-God. The Jews came first to the recognition of this 
one God and repudiated all other spiritual beings in the 
phenomena of nature. They acknowledged the one God, 
Jahve or Jehovah. Jahve means, simply: I AM. 

Now this has been a very important factor in world-history. 
Think of it: veneration of the one and only Godhead is 
accompanied by the disavowal of all other spiritual beings ... 
Suppose two peoples are at war in spite of the fact that each 
of them recognises the one God; only one of the two peoples 
can be victorious. The victors say: Our God has given us the 
victory. — If the other side had gained the victory, the same 
would have been said. But if the same God has allowed the 
one people to be victorious and the other to be defeated, then 
this God has Himself been defeated. If Turks and Christians 
have the one God and both pray to this one God to bring them 
victory, they are asking the same God to defeat Himself. The 
real point is that one cannot, with truth, speak of a single 
Divine-Spiritual Being. In daily life, too, it is the same: 
somebody wants it to rain and prays for rain ... somebody 
else wants the sun to shine and prays for this on the selfsame 
day. Well ... it just doesn’t make sense! If people noticed this 
there would be greater clarity about such matters — but they 
do not notice it. In the great things of life human beings often 
lapse into a thoughtlessness which they would not entertain in 
small things. Nobody, presumably, will put salt and sugar into 
his coffee at the same time; he will put in the one or the other, 



not both. Generally speaking, men are very lax about clarity of 
thought — and this lies at the root of the many disorders and 
confusions in life ... 

The Jews introduced what is known as Monotheism, the 
belief that there is but the one God. 

I once said to you very briefly that Christianity thinks of 
three Divinities: God the Father, living in all the phenomena of 
nature; God the Son, working in man’s free spiritual activity; 
and God the Holy Spirit, who awakens in man the 
consciousness of having within him a spirituality that is 
independent of the body. Three distinct spheres are pictured. 

If there were not three spheres it would have to be assumed 
that by the same resolve this one God allows the human 
being to die and then wakens him to life again. If there are 
Three Divine Persons, death belongs to the sphere of one 
Godhead, passage through death and beyond to another, and 
the awakening in spirit to yet another. Christianity could not do 
otherwise than picture the spiritual Godhead in three Persons. 
(In three Persons: this is not understood to-day but the 
original meaning was that of threefoldness, the Divine 
manifesting in three forms.) 

Now because Judaism conceived only of this one God, it 
could make no image of the Godhead but could only grasp 
the Divine with the innermost forces of the soul, with the 



intellect. It is easy to understand that this led to an 
intensification of human egoism; for man becomes remote 
from what is around him if he sees the Spiritual only in and 
through his own person. This has produced a certain folk- 
egoism in the Jewish world — there is no denying that it is so; 
but for this very reason the Jews are by nature adapted to 
assimilate what is not pictorial; they have less talent for the 
pictorial. If a Jew becomes a sculptor, he will not achieve 
anything very great, because this is not where his talent lies; 
he does not possess the gift of pictorial representation, nor 
does he readily develop it. But if a Jew becomes a musician 
he will generally be a very fine one, because music is not a 
pictorial art; it does not take visual form. And so you will find 
great musicians among the Jews but — at the time when the 
arts were at their prime — hardly ever great sculptors or 
painters. The style in which the Jews paint is quite different 
from that of Christian or oriental artists. The actual colour in a 
picture painted by a Jew has no very great significance; what 
it is that is being expressed, what the painter wishes to say by 
means of the picture — that is the essential. Judaism is 
concerned above all with the non-pictorial, with bringing into 
the world that which transpires within the human “I.” 

But to maintain this adherence to the one God is not as 
easy as it seems, for if such adherence is not strongly forced 
upon them, men readily become pagans. It is among the Jews 
that this tendency has been least of all in evidence. 



Christianity, on the other hand, tends easily in the direction of 
paganism. If you observe closely you will find many 
indications of this. Think, for example, of how ceremonies are 
revered in Christianity. I have told you that the Monstrance 
actually depicts the Sun and the Moon. The meaning of this is 
no longer known but men unenlightened in this respect 
actually pray to the Monstrance, they pray to something 
external. Men are easily inclined to pray to something 
external. And so in the course of the centuries Christianity has 
developed many pagan characteristics, whereas in Judaism 
the opposite has been the case. 

This is most obvious of all in one particular field. 
Fundamentally speaking, Christians of the West — those who 
came from Greece, Rome and Central Germany — were 
almost incapable of continuing the principle of ancient 
medicine because they were no longer able to perceive the 
spiritual forces contained in the remedial herbs. But Jews who 
came from the East, from Persia and so forth, saw the 
Spiritual — that is to say their One Jehovah — everywhere. 
The Jews played a tremendously important part in the 
development of medicine in the Middle Ages; the Arabians 
were occupied more with developing the other sciences. And 
whatever medical knowledge came through the Arabians had 
been elaborated with the help of the Jews. That is why 
medicine has become what it is to-day. Medicine has, it is 
true, retained a certain abstract spirituality but it has assumed, 



so to speak, a “monotheistic” character. And if you observe 
medicine to-day you will find that with few, very few 
exceptions, all kinds of properties are ascribed to every sort of 
medicament! The exact effect which a particular medicament 
will produce is no longer known with certainty any more than 
Judaism knew how the myriad nature-spirits work. The 
abstract, Jehovah-influence has made its way into medicine 
and remains there to this day. 

Now it would be natural if the number of Jewish doctors in 
the different countries of Europe were proportional to the 
population. I am not for one moment saying — I beg you not 
to misunderstand me — that this should be adjusted by law. It 
would never occur to me to say such a thing. But in the 
natural course one would expect to find Jewish doctors in 
proportion to the number of Jews. This is certainly not the 
case. In most countries a relatively far greater number of 
Jews become doctors. This is a survival from the Middle 
Ages. The Jews still feel very drawn to medicine because it is 
in keeping with their abstract thinking. This abstract, 

Jehovistic medicine fits in with their whole mode of thinking. 
Anthroposophy alone, in that it takes account of the diverse 
nature-spirits, can recognise the forces of nature in the 
different herbs and mineral substances and so again establish 
this knowledge on sure foundations. [See: Spiritual Science 
and Medicine. Twenty lectures given by Rudolf Steiner to 
doctors and medical students. Dornach, 21st March to 9th 



April, 1920. Rudolf Steiner Publishing Company .] 

The Jews worshipped the one God Jehovah and men were 
thereby saved from wholly losing their way in polytheism. A 
natural consequence has been that the Jews have always 
kept themselves distinct from other men and so too — as 
always happens in such a case — have in many respects 
evoked dislike and antipathy. The right attitude to take to-day 
is that in the times to come it will not be necessary to 
segregate any particular culture in order to prevent its 
dissipation — as the Jews have been doing for centuries — 
but that this practice must be superseded by spiritual 
knowledge. The relation between the single Godhead and the 
multiplicity of spiritual beings will then be intelligible to men 
and no one people need be under the sway of subconscious 
impulses. That is why from the very outset I was 
apprehensive when the Jews, not knowing which way to turn, 
founded the Zionist movement. The attempt to set up a 
Jewish State denotes a decidedly reactionary drift, a 
retrogression that leads nowhere and runs counter to 
progress. A very distinguished Zionist with whom I was on 
friendly terms once told me about his ideal in life, which was 
to go to Palestine and found a Jewish kingdom there. He was, 
and still is, taking a very active part in the attempt to bring this 
about and he holds an important position in Palestine. I said 
to him: Such a cause is not in keeping with the times; what 
the times demand is something with which every human being 



can be allied without distinction of race, nation, class and so 
forth — that is the only kind of cause one can whole-heartedly 
support to-day. Nobody can expect me to join the Zionist 
movement, for there again one portion of humanity is being 
separated off from the rest. For this quite simple, natural 
reason, such a movement to-day cannot prosper in the real 
sense of the word — it is essentially retrogressive ... The 
advocates of such movements often use a remarkable 
argument. They say: But the course of history has shown that 
men do not really want the “ human-universal they desire 
everything to develop on the basis of race. 

The conversation of which I have just told you took place 
before the Great War of 1914-18. And a factor leading up to 
that War was men’s refusal to accept the great principle of the 
human-universal. The fact that men set their faces against 
this principle and wanted to separate from one another, to 
develop racial forces and interests, ultimately led to the 
outbreak of that War. Thus the greatest disaster of this 
twentieth century was due to an urge that is also present in 
the Jews. — And so one can say: Since everything that the 
Jews have achieved could now be achieved consciously by all 
human beings, the Jews would serve their own interests best 
if they let themselves be absorbed into the rest of mankind, be 
merged in the rest of mankind, so that Judaism, as a race or 
people, would come to an end. That would be in the nature of 
an ideal — but many Jewish habits and customs, and above 



all the hatred meted out to them, still militate against it. These 
are the kind of impulses that must be overcome and they will 
not be overcome if everything remains the same as it has 
been in the past. If the Jews feel hurt when they are told, for 
example: you have little talent for sculpture ... they can say to 
themselves: It is not necessary for every race of people to be 
sculptors; with their own particular faculties they can achieve 
something in a different domain! The Jews are not naturally 
gifted for sculpture. One of the Ten Commandments decrees: 
“Thou shalt make no graven image of thy God ...” it is 
because the Jewish people are averse to making any picture 
or image of the Supersensible. Now this is bound to lead back 
to the personal element. 

It is quite easy to understand this. — If I make an image or 
a picture, even if it is only in the form of a description as often 
happens in Spiritual Science, another person may impress it 
on his memory, learn from it, see truth in it, think what he likes 
about it. But if I make no image, my own personal activity 
must be in operation; the thought does not separate itself from 
me. For this reason it has a personal character. So it is in 
Judaism. Men must learn to perceive the Spiritual in their 
fellow-men. The Jewish world is still dominated by the racial 
impulse. The Jews marry among themselves, among their 
own people; their attention is still focused upon the racial, not 
upon the spiritual. 



Therefore to the question: “Have the Jewish people fulfilled 
their mission in the evolution of human knowledge?” the 
answer is: They have fulfilled their mission, for in earlier times 
the existence of a people who brought a certain form of 
monotheism into being was a necessity. To-day, however, 
what is required is spiritual knowledge. The mission of the 
Jewish people has been fulfilled. Hence this particular mission 
is no longer a necessity in evolution; the only right course is 
for the Jews to intermix with the other peoples. 

Question: Why was it that the Jewish people were destined 
to live in exile? 

Dr. Steiner: It is important to bear in mind the whole 
character of this “exile.” The Jewish people among whom 
Christ died were living at that time among people of quite a 
different kind, namely, the Romans. And now, suppose that 
the Roman conquest of Palestine had been complete; 
suppose they had killed everybody they wanted to get rid of 
and turned out the rest. Suppose that already at that time the 
Jews had intended or felt the urge to intermix with the other 
peoples ... what would have happened? Well ... the Romans 
would have captured Palestine and a number of Jews would 
have been put to death; others — as one says to-day in every 
country — would have been expelled and would have been 
able to continue their existence somewhere or other outside 
Palestine. 



But the Jews had neither the intention nor the urge to 
intermix with the other peoples; on the contrary, wherever 
they were, even when there were only a few of them, they 
always lived among themselves. They scattered far and wide; 
and only because they lived exclusively among themselves, 
intermarried among themselves, has it been noticed that, as 
Jews, they constitute a foreign element. The idea of an exile 
would otherwise not have arisen. It was this natural urge in 
the Jews that gave rise to the idea of their exile. It is all part of 
the intrinsic character of Judaism. And posterity is now 
astonished that the Jews were dispersed, were obliged to live 
as strangers. This has happened nearly everywhere. Other 
peoples intermixed and so were unnoticeable. By its very 
nature, Judaism has held tenaciously together. In this 
particular connection one is obliged to say that because 
human beings have held together, attention has been called 
to things that would not, otherwise, have been noticed. 

It is grievous and heartbreaking to read how in the Middle 
Ages the Jews lived in the ghettoes, in quarters of the towns 
where alone they were permitted to dwell. They were not 
allowed to go into the other parts of the towns; the gates of 
the ghettoes were locked, and so forth. But these things are 
talked about because it was noticed that the Jews in the 
ghettoes clung tenaciously together, lived entirely among 
themselves. Other men, too, have had equally terrible things 
to endure, although in a different way. The Jews stayed in 



their ghettoes, clung together there and people knew that they 
were not allowed to come out of their quarters. But just think 
of it. — Other men who were forced to work every day from 
early morning until late evening could not come into the towns 
either, although there were no gates to keep them out. Their 
sufferings, too, have been great. It must be admitted, 
therefore, that such things are often based solely upon their 
outer appearance ... they are based, as are many things in 
world history, upon outer appearance. 

The time has come when these things must be penetrated 
by the light of reality. And here we are led to the conception 
that when a destiny is fulfilled it is — to use an Eastern 
expression — karma, it is inner destiny. The characteristics of 
the Jews themselves has helped to give the story of exile the 
form it has assumed; the Jews are a tenacious people, they 
have held their own in foreign lands; and that is why in later 
times this has been so noticeable and is talked about to this 
day. 

On the other side, the natural result of all this is that the 
Jews are differentiated from other peoples and they are 
accused of all sorts of things of which the causes are not 
known. Does it not happen that if, in some district where 
people are superstitious, a man is murdered by an unknown 
hand and an unpopular Jew happens to live there, the 
whisper goes round that at Easter-time the Jews need human 



blood for their rites — therefore it is they who have killed the 
man ... The reason why such things are said is because the 
Jews are differentiated from the others; but the Jews 
themselves have done a great deal to cause this state of 
affairs. 

In considering these matters to-day it is essential to lay 
stress upon the human-universal, in contrast to the racial 
principle. 

Question: What was the significance in world-history of the 
seventy souls of the original family of Israelites? 

Dr. Steiner. Peoples of diverse character have lived on the 
Earth since ancient times. From the present age onwards, this 
diversity ceases to have real meaning, for as I have said, the 
human-universal must become the essential principle. 
Nevertheless if we study the earlier phases of the evolution of 
mankind we find the population of the Earth divided into all 
kinds of different peoples. The Spiritual is a living reality in the 
phenomena of nature; the Spiritual is also a living reality in the 
peoples of the Earth. In every people there is a guiding Folk- 
Spirit. As I have said in my book, Theosophy, “Folk-Spirit” is 
not merely an abstract term. When one speaks today of the 
French people and the rest, what does this suggest to the 
materialistic thinking of to-day? It suggests an accumulation of 
some 42 millions of human beings in the West of Europe — a 



pure abstraction; the traits and qualities of the people in 
question are a very secondary consideration. But it really is 
not so! Just as the seed lives in the plant, so something seed¬ 
like exists, which lives in the spirit of a people and then 
unfolds. A Spirit, a real Being, lives and works in the whole 
people. 

I have told you that the mission of the Jews in human 
history was to spread the belief in the One Godhead, and it 
will be clear to you that it was necessary for them, as a 
people, to be prepared for this. Therefore it came about that 
when the Jewish people originally came into existence, the 
several Folk-Spirits, each of whom worked individually in a 
particular people, all concerned themselves with the Jewish 
people. Thinking of the different peoples, we say: Indians — 
Indian Folk-Spirit; Egyptians — Egyptian Folk-Spirit; then 
Greek Folk-Spirit, Roman Folk-Spirit, and so on. Each Folk- 
Spirit had to do with a particular people. (Drawing on 
blackboard.) But if we take the Jewish people, then, in that 
corner of the Earth called Syria where the Jews had their 
home, the influences and will of all the Folk-Spirits operated in 
this one people. 

Let me try to make this clear by a simple analogy. — 
Imagine that each of you is in your own family circle, attending 
to its affairs. Each of you has a particular sphere of activity. 

So it was in the case of these Folk-Spirits. — But now, 



suppose you want to support, let us say, the cause and 
interests of the workers as a body: if that is so you will not 
remain in your own circle but you will hold a meeting and 
discuss among yourselves what proposal shall be put forward 
by you all, acting as a whole. And so we may say: In the 
peoples other than the Jews, each of these Folk-Spirits 
worked as it were in his own sphere; but what the Folk-Spirits 
achieved through the Jewish people was the outcome of a 
spiritual assembly. This influence worked with varying 
strength upon the members of the Jewish people. The Bible 
gives an indication of this when it speaks of seventy Folk- 
Souls entering into the people of Israel. All the Folk-Souls 
were in operation. This strong and potent influence has in a 
certain respect made the Jews into a cosmopolitan people 
and accounts for the tenacity that has remained characteristic 
of them. No matter where they might be, they were always 
able to gather together and preserve Judaism, simply 
because they had everything within them. 

It is very remarkable how Judaism has everything within it. 

In Orders or Societies of Freemasons, Oddfellows and the 
like, in which there is no new spiritual knowledge but an 
antiquated kind of knowledge they themselves no longer 
understand, you will find in the very words of the rites, 
elements deriving from all kinds of different peoples: Egyptian 
rites and words, Assyrian and Babylonian words and signs — 
but especially elements from the Jewish Kabbala and so forth. 



In this respect Judaism is truly cosmopolitan; it adapts itself 
to everything but also preserves its original impulse which is 
still alive within it. The same is true of the Hebrew language in 
which there is great richness of content, both spiritual and 
physical. Every Hebrew word is always full of meaning. It was 
a peculiarity with the Jews to write only the consonants; later 
on, the vowels were indicated by means of signs. The vowels 
themselves were not written; everybody might pronounce 
them in his own way, so that one man said: J-e-h-o-v-a ... 
another said: J-e-h-e-v-a ... a third said: J-e-h-a-v-e ... a 
fourth, J-o-h-a-v-e. — The vowel sounds were pronounced as 
they were felt. And that is why such a designation as the 
name “Jehova” which had been instituted by the priests in this 
particular form, was called the “unutterable Name”... because 
it was not permissible to make arbitrary use of the vowels. 

The very tenacity which characterised Judaism was an 
indication of the way in which the several Folk-Souls worked 
upon this one people. When you see the Jews in different 
countries you will need very keen perception to be able to 
recognise those Jews who have really mingled with the other 
peoples. You know, of course, that the most important 
statesman of the nineteenth century was a Jew. Jews who 
have really merged into the other peoples are no longer 
distinguishable from them. In a sentence spoken by a Jew, an 
experienced person will at once recognise the typical Jewish 
style — if, that is to say, there is no imitation which is a very 



common practice to-day. But the Jews seldom imitate. It is 
noticeable that a Jew invariably takes his start from something 
that is inwardly fixed or registered in a concept. This is very 
characteristic and it is connected with that assembly of the 
Folk-Souls and their co-operation. To this day, when a Jew 
makes a statement, he believes that it must be unconditionally 
valid. He proceeds on the basis of individual decision. It is 
really very interesting! Suppose a number of people — three, 
four, five — are together; one is a Jew, the other four are not. 
The men are representatives of a community of one kind or 
another. (I am not telling you about an imaginary situation but 
one which I have actually experienced) ... In this community, 
people have diverse views. Now these five men, of whom only 
the fifth is a Jew, begin to speak. The first says: It is very 
difficult to bring all these people into any harmony; the only 
thing to do is to bring persuasion to bear upon the minority 
and then upon the majority so that a compromise is reached. 
(That, after all, is how compromises are made — by people 
talking among themselves.) The second man says: Yes, but I 
have lived among the people, who compose the minority and I 
know how difficult it is to persuade them! The third, a 
representative of the minority, says: We don’t want to have 
anything to do with it; it just won’t work! The fourth man says: 
After all, one has to take one side or the other. When these 
four have spoken the Jew begins: All this is futile! Concept of 
compromise: compromise consists in balance being reached 
among different opinions and in certain people giving way. — 



You see, he comes out with an abstraction: “Concept of 
compromise”; he does not start from any particular point, but 
leaving out the article, begins: Concept of compromise ... 
thereby demonstrating his inborn tenacity. When somebody 
says: What, exactly, is this concept of compromise? ... he 
already has a mental picture of some kind. But the Jew does 
not begin in this way; he says: Concept of compromise! — 
This is an example of the Jehovistic conception: Jehovah 
says ... No thought is given to how it works out in a particular 
instance, but what has been registered and fixed in a concept 
is simply laid down as a principle. That is why the Jew always 
thinks he can develop everything out of the concept. As long 
as the Jews keep tenaciously among themselves, things will 
naturally remain as they are; once the Jews have merged into 
other peoples they will lose the habit of saying: “Concept of 
compromise!” ... and they will have to be in line with the 
others. All this is connected with the way in which the Folk- 
Souls have worked upon them. 



